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Receiving a single Grammy award is truly remarkable – winning it 
two years in succession is truy special. 

The Soweto Gospel Choir achieved this feat with their second 
Grammy award for their latest CD, African Spirit– in the Best 
Traditional World Music category, for good measure.

"We are particularly excited as it shows that the level of 
our music has stayed consistently high, and this has been 
recognised by our peers. We hope we can continue to make 
South Africa proud," said Beverly Bryer, executive producer 
and director, and David Mulovhedzi, founding musical director, 
in a joint statement.  

SOWETO Gospel Choir  
wins second Grammy Award 

Lucas Bok during his acceptance speech on behalf of the Soweto Gospel Choir at the 50th 

Annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles recently.
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On his third solo album, Loyiso Bala spreads his musical hand 
without losing sight of the style of music that has turned him 
into one of the country’s best-loved artists.

With this 13-track Blow Your Mind offering, Loyiso is  
matching his prowess in this genre with an ease in urban pop 
that will take the recording into the hearts of a cross-section of 
music fans.

That he has such a magnetic personality is testament to his 
eclectic music taste: there can’t be many R&B artists, for instance, 
whose favourite track growing up was Radiohead’s Karma Police.

It is apparent from his compositions on Blow Your Mind, that 
Loyiso has been focusing on his songwriting work. 

There’s no denying that Loyiso’s voice is the centrepiece of the 
album, and songs like Step to the Throne underscore just how easily 
he is able to vocally hold his own against some of the best R&B 
singers in the world.

Loyiso is hoping 
that the first single, I 
Want You, will shine a 
light on an individual 
that he feels is 
wholly underrated – 
hip-hop artist Obita.

And for those fans 
looking for a link 
between Loyiso’s 
early solo work and 
that on his most recent recording, should look no further than 
Dali Wam'. 

With the likes of Randall Scheepers on keyboard, Tlale Makhene 
on percussion, Bez Roberts on trombone and Adam Howard on 
trumpet , this album will surely blow your mind (no pun intended).

Loyiso – Blow Your Mind

Jazz music is about to undergo 
a major renovation, brought 
about by the soprano 
saxophone exponent, Sandile 
Ziqubu.  Born in Newcastle, 
KwaZulu-Natal, a move to 
Johannesburg in 2000 was a 
defining moment for the self-
taught, seasoned musician who 
declares that “music found me”. 

Apparently, Sandile just 
picked out a few notes on 
the church keyboard and 
compositions kept on coming. The result has been the groundbreaking 
and breathtaking debut album, Past Pains & Future Hopes, which boasts 
such tracks as Ngithandiwe, The Day We Met and Sex & Funerals. 

The album is self-produced and also sees the legendary Themba 
Mkhize weighing in with a track. Having grown up spiritually, this 
background has helped to shape Sandile's burgeoning music career. 

Together with Vusi Leeuw, A&R guru and owner of H.U.G.E. 
Entertainment independent label, Sandile has invested his heart and 
soul in the project. 

Sandile says the album is about his past experiences and future 
hopes. It is about the pain he felt when he lost his grandparents, and 
his friend, Gito Baloi.

Sandile Ziqubu –  
Past Pains & Future Hopes 

                                                                                                             
Currently being hailed as a 
phenomenon on the South African 
music front, the innovative, prolific 
and endlessly creative ‘chameleon’ has 
struck my musical chord. His versatile 
and exceptional talent has won 
him rave reviews and a total of 12 

impressive awards over the past year, including a medal 
of honour from the South African Academy of Science 
and Arts. 

He recently released his third Afrikaans album, Ek 
Vir Jou, which has achieved gold status in less than two 
months. Chris Chameleon’s extraordinary songwriting 
ability is apparent in the fact that each of the 11 tracks 
constitutes a strong individual single, while at the same 
time they all form part of a chronological whole.

Late in 2007, Chris Chameleon signed a record deal 
with the premier independent label in the Netherlands, 
Excelsior Recordings, in terms of which Ek Vir Jou will be 
distributed in the Benelux countries (The Netherlands, 
Belgium and Luxembourg). 

Fans will also be more than delighted to hear that 
Chris is about to release a live DVD recording entitled 
Flight of an Extraordinary Alien and a new English album, 
Wishbones and Shooting Stars, sometime this year.

Chris 
Chameleon –
Ek Vir Jou
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Sandile Ziqubu –  
Past Pains & Future Hopes 

Born Nkosinathi Maphumulo, Black 
Coffee has dropped yet another hot 
album titled Have Another One.This 
album is filled with endless smashing 
remixes that have something beautifully 
musical about them. He also has a 
unique skill in the mixing and arranging 
of the songs. This album features songs 
from some of South Africas renowned 
artists like Busi Mhlongo with Izizwe, 
Victor Ntoni with Wathula Nje, and 
other songs like L'vovo's Kwenzenjani.  

Black Coffee has also played alongside 
the cream of local and international DJs, amongst others Christos, 
Oskido, Little Louis Vega, Vinny Da Vinci, Charles Webster, DJ Spinna, 
Osun Lade, Quentin Harris, and Fresh.

Black Coffee –   
Have Another One

The Jaziel Brothers may be a 
new name to you, but they 
should not be! Born in the 
Eastern Cape, growing up in 
Klerksdorp and now living in 
Jozi is a brief chronology of 
the Jaziel Brothers.

The singing duo is made 
up of Luthando and Ntobeko 
Ngcizela and if you think you 
have heard their sound before, 
that is because they have 
been making waves in Mzansi’s 

music industry long before you knew who they were.
Ntobeko and Luthando are the brains behind Lesego’s 

award-winning album, My Music. They produced, and 
wrote and featured prominently in a few tracks, most 
notably the hit song, Africa (Viva Tau).  Their influence can 
also be heard in his gospel tune Ke Tshepile Wena, Jub 
Jub’s Ndikhokhele, and Kelly Khumalo’s hit single Ilobolo.

Their debut album, The Beginning, is the brothers’ official 
entry on the local music scene and they do it with a lot of 
soul and heartfelt lyrical content. The siblings define their 
music as urban pop, though they would prefer to call it 
“South Africa on another level”. Their style is an eclectic 
mix of a bit Afropop, soul, gospel and kwaito. The album is 
inspired by things that happen around them all the time. 

Jaziel Brothers – 
The Beginning

Her songs feature some of the finest contemporary 
African flavours ever to come out of this country.

Her latest album, Yithi Paha, is firm confirmation of 
Phinda’s place as one of South Africa’s leading women 
of song. The album follows on the heels of her award-
winning release, Mbheka Phesheya — real recognition 
for a truly outstanding diva.

Moreover, the quality from her previous release has 
improved considerably. It is full of depth and cultural 
consciousness, but indeed with a far more light-hearted 
side as well. Songs to laugh, dance and cry to, modern 
interpretations and afro-pop elements are ever 
present, creating a modern fusion of the old and the 
new. It is accessible music for any ear, warming even 
the hardest of hearts, but distinctly and proudly African 
all the way.

It is only a matter of time before all her critical 
acclaim churns out record sales, huge festival gigs 
and she becomes a household name along with the 
other monster women of song that this country has 
produced over the years. Listen to the album, better 
yet, see her on stage – she is living proof of sheer class 
and quality.
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Phinda – Yithi Paha
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SAMRO Notes is for you, the members. We invite you to contribute short articles, news, announcements etc, on your projects. If photographs 
are submitted, they would need to be of a high quality in order for us to use them, and should be accompanied by a caption identifying every 
individual in the photo (or group name if more than 5). The name of the photographer should also be provided for proper photo crediting. 
Digital or scanned photos should be e-mailed in jpeg format. Original, hard-copy photos can be sent by mail.  
The editor reserves the right to accept or decline, for publication, any submitted material.
 
Stories and photos may be sent to: 
SAMRO Notes, P.O.Box 31609, Braamfontein, 2017,  
or they may be e-mailed to editor@samro.org.za 

Write to us...

Now for the first time in his illustrious music career, 
Jabu has recorded a live CD and DVD simultaneously, 
and that is bound to be one the most successful in the 
history of gospel music in South Africa. Entitled Jabu 
Hlongwane presents The Crosspower Experience, the new 
album and DVD feature some of the most promising 
young talent in the gospel music genre in South Africa, 
namely,  Patrick Duncan, Bongi Hlongwane, Pricilla 
Moeketsi, Qinisile Magwaza, William Sejake and S’bu 
Buthelezi. It was recorded live before a packed and 
appreciative crowd at the Imbizo Centre in Empangeni 
in KwaZulu-Natal recently.

To date, all his collaboration albums with other 
prominent South African gospel counterparts have also attained gold and 
platinum status. The Jabu and Vuyo (Iculo Elisha) album in 2002 has so far sold more 
than 80 000 units and Send Your Fire, a collaboration with Sipho Makhabane in 
2006, is on the verge of achieving platinum status.

Sampling a few tracks like Ungumhlobo wami u Jesu, reminds all and sundry 
about his relationship with God. Siphe Ukuthula appeals for peace and 
harmony, whereas He keeps on blessing me glorifies His name.

Jabu is also co-founder of the legendary Joyous Celebration. That he is regarded 
as a master collaborator is no fluke; Jabu's track record speaks volumes.

Jabu Hlongwane – 
The Crosspower Experience

Coming up in the next issue...
The long awaited album from Zamajobe, Indoni Yamanzi...

McCoy is a well-known figure on the South 
African jazz scene. His latest album, The 
Brasskap Sessions Vol 1, is, as the title suggests, 
an exuberant celebration of the brass 
that rounds up many of its most talented 
exponents, including Prince Lengoasa and 
Barney Rachabane, as well as some young  
up-and-coming talent. Consisting mostly of 
original compositions, there are plenty of 
up-tempo grooves. 

When McCoy is not recording, producing, 
writing music for TV documentaries or 
programmes, he heads his own very popular 
band McCoy and Friends. McCoy also features on 
horns as part of the supergroup, The Sheer All 
Stars, together with Paul Hanmer, the late Sipho 
Gumede, Errol Dyers and Frank Paco.

 McCoy Mrubata –  
 The Brasskap Sessions Vol.1
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